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i èŉSº�ÈyÒ�ÌŉiºÖ®�ŉ'yá�ŉ5ºá��ŉ
S yÈ��ŉO�y�¡µ�
�èŉ'�µÈ¡¬ŉi¡�

"ºÈŉ´yµèŉè�yÈÌŉ(ŉâºÈ¬��ŉyÌŉyŉÒ�y� �Èŉº�ŉÅ ¡®ºÌºÅ èŉyµ�ŉ
Sâ��¡Ì ŉ®¡Ò�ÈyÒÖÈ�Ĝŉ(ŉ®ºá��ŉ´èŉÌÖ�«��ÒÌŉyµ�ŉÒºº¬ŉÅÈ¡��ŉ¡µŉ
�çÅ®y¡µ¡µ�ĝŉ¡µŉyŉ�®�yÈŉyµ�ŉºÈ��È®èŉâyèĝŉL®yÒºļÌŉÒ �ºÈèŉº�ŉ
ideas, Hume’s critique of the concept of causality, and 
3yµÒłÌŉ�yÒ��ºÈ¡�y®ŉ¡´Å�ÈyÒ¡á�ğŉâ¡Ò ŉyŉ®¡Ò�ÈyÈèĲÌ�¡�µÒ¡Ă�ŉ
apparatus, I taught my students to dissect poetry, from 
´º��Èµ¡ÌÒŉÅÈ��ÖÈÌºÈŉ��¡Ò ŉS¾��È�ÈyµŉÒºŉ<º��®ŉLÈ¡î�ŉâ¡µµ�Èŉ
Yº´yÌŉYÈyµÌÒÈ¾´�ÈĜŉ�ŉ�ºº�ŉÒ�y� �ÈŉâyÌŉâ�®®ŉÅÈ�ÅyÈ��ŉ 
yµ�ŉ�ºÖ®�ŉ�Ö¡��ŉ ¡Ìŉ�¡Ì�¡Å®�ÌŉÒºŉÒ �ŉÈ¡� ÒŉyµÌâ�ÈÌĜŉAÈŉÌºŉ 
(ŉÒ ºÖ� ÒĜŉ

Aµ�ŉ�yèŉÒ �ŉ �y�´yÌÒ�ÈŉyÌ¬��ŉ´�ŉ¡�ŉ(ĝŉ¡µÌÒ�y�ŉº�ŉÒ �ŉ
absent head of mathematics, could jump into the counting 
�y�¡µŉĬÒ �ŉ´yÒ Ìŉ�®yÌÌÈºº´ĭĜŉS �ŉâyÌŉyÅº®º��Ò¡�ŉĴŉļo�Ìĝŉ
(ŉ¬µºâŉ¡ÒłÌŉµºÒŉèºÖÈŉÌÖ�«��ÒļŉĴŉ�ÖÒŉ�çÅ®y¡µ��ŉÒ yÒŉÒ �ŉ
ÌÒÖ��µÒÌŉâ ºŉ�y´�ŉÒ �È�ŉº�Ò�µŉ y�ŉ®ºâŉÌ�®�Ĳ�ÌÒ��´ŉyµ�ŉ
µ�����ŉÌÖÅÅºÈÒĝŉ�á�µŉ¡�ŉ¡ÒŉâyÌŉµºÒŉ�èŉyŉÈ�y®ŉ´yÒ ÌŉÒ�y� �ÈĜŉ
(ŉÌy¡�ŉ(ŉ�ºÖ®�ŉÅÈº�y�®èŉĂ�ÖÈ�ŉºÖÒŉyŉ®ºÒŉâ¡Ò ŉÒ �ŉ �®Åŉº�ŉyŉ
Ìº®¡�ŉ�yÌ¡�ŉ¬µºâ®����ŉĴŉ(ŉáy�Ö�®èŉÈ�´�´��È��ŉyŉ����µÒŉ
�Èy��ŉ�Èº´ŉ ¡� ŉÌ� ºº®ŉĴŉyµ�ŉyŉ®º�¡�y®ĝŉ��Ö�yÒ��ŉ´¡µ�Ĝ

Aµ��ŉ¡µŉÒ �ŉ�ºÖµÒ¡µ�ŉ�y�¡µĝŉ¡ÒŉÌººµŉ���y´�ŉ�®�yÈŉ
Òºŉ´�ŉÒ yÒŉÒ ¡ÌŉâyÌŉµºÒ ¡µ�ŉ�ÖÒŉÅ¡ºÖÌŉ ºÅ�ÌĜŉ;èŉ
Ì ºÈÒ�º´¡µ�Ìŉâ�È�ŉ�çÅºÌ��ŉâ¡Ò ŉ�´�yÈÈyÌÌ¡µ�ŉ�®yÈ¡ÒèĜŉ
SÖÈ�ĝŉ(ŉÈ�´�´��È��ŉLèÒ y�ºÈyÌļŉÒ �ºÈ�´Ĝŉ�µ�ŉè�ÌĝŉÒ �ŉ
´Ö®Ò¡Å®¡�yÒ¡ºµŉÒy�®�ŉâyÌŉ®º����ŉ¡µŉ´èŉÌÅ¡µy®ŉ�ºÈ�Ĝŉ

ÖÒŉÒ yÒŉ�¡�µļÒŉ �®ÅĜŉY �Ì�ŉÌÒÖ��µÒÌŉ y�ŉ®��ÒŉLèÒ y�ºÈyÌŉ
�� ¡µ�ŉyŉ®ºµ�ŉÒ¡´�ŉy�ºĜŉ�á�µŉâºÈÌ�ĝŉ´èŉļ®º�¡�y®ĝŉ��Ö�yÒ��ŉ
´¡µ�ļŉ�ºÖ®�µłÒŉĂ�ÖÈ�ŉyµèÒ ¡µ�ŉºÖÒġŉSºŉâ yÒŉ yÅÅ�µ��ģŉ
i�®®ĝŉÒºŉ´èŉ�è�Ìĝŉâ�ŉ�¡�µļÒŉ��Òŉ�yÈĜŉ(ŉÌyÒŉµ�çÒŉÒºŉÒ �ŉ´yÒ Ìŉ
ÌÒÖ��µÒÌŉyµ�ŉyÌ¬��ŉÒ �´ŉÒºŉ�çÅ®y¡µŉâ yÒŉ¡µŉÒ �ŉâºÈ®�ŉÒ �¡Èŉ
ÒyÌ¬Ìŉâ�È�ŉy�ºÖÒĜŉ��yÖÌ�ŉ(ŉ y�ŉÌÖ� ŉyŉ yÈ�ŉÒ¡´�ŉ¬��Å¡µ�ŉ
ÖÅĝŉÒ �ŉÌÒÖ��µÒÌŉ y�ŉÒºŉÒy¬�ŉ¡ÒŉÌ®ºâŉyµ�ŉ�yÌèĜŉ��Ò�Èŉyŉâ ¡®�ĝŉ
(ŉ�ºÒŉyÒŉ��ÌÒŉyŉ�y¡µÒŉ�®Ö�ŉy�ºÖÒŉÒ �ŉÅÈº�®�´Ĝŉ(ŉâyÌŉá�Èèŉ
¡´ÅÈ�ÌÌ��ŉâ �µŉyŉÌÒÖ��µÒŉ´yµy���ŉÒºŉÌº®á�ŉ �ÈŉÅÈº�®�´ğŉ
�Èº´ŉ´èŉ¡�µºÈyµÒŉ ºÈ¡îºµŉ¡ÒŉyÅÅ�yÈ��ŉ®¡¬�ŉÅÖÈ�ŉ´y�¡�Ĝŉ
'ºâ�á�ÈĝŉÌº´�Ò¡´�Ìŉ(ŉyÌ¬��ŉÇÖ�ÌÒ¡ºµÌŉÌºŉÌÒÖÅ¡�ŉÒ yÒŉÌº´�ŉ
ÌµºÈÒ��ŉyµ�ŉºÒ �ÈÌŉÌ¡� ��ĜŉSº´�ºµ�ŉyµ�È¡®èŉyÌ¬��ŉ¡�ŉÒ ¡Ìŉ
âyÌŉÒ �ŉ��ÌÒŉÒ �ŉÌ� ºº®ŉ�ºÖ®�ŉº���ÈĜŉ(ŉ y�ŉÒºŉy�´¡ÒŉÒ yÒŉ¡Òŉ
âyÌĝŉ�ÖÒŉ(ŉÅÈº´¡Ì��ŉÒ yÒŉÒ �ŉÈ�y®ŉ´yÒ ÌŉÒ�y� �ÈŉâºÖ®�ŉ��ŉ
¡µŉÅ®y��ŉÒ �ŉ�º®®ºâ¡µ�ŉâ��¬Ĝŉi �µŉÒ �ŉ�®yÌÌ�Ìŉâ�È�ŉºá�Èĝŉ(ŉ
promised myself never to play maths teacher again, but to 
ÌÒ¡�¬ŉÒºŉÅº�ÒÈèŉyµy®èÌ�Ìŉyµ�ŉÒ �ŉ�yÒ��ºÈ¡�y®ŉ¡´Å�ÈyÒ¡á�ŉĴŉ
Ò �ŉÅ®y��ŉâ �È�ŉ(ŉ¬µ�âŉ(ŉâyÌŉÈ¡� ÒĜ

Y �ŉ´yÒ ÌŉÒ�y� �ÈŉÈ�ÒÖÈµ��ĜŉY �ŉÌÒÖ��µÒÌŉ¡µŉÒ �ŉ�ºÖµÒ¡µ�ŉ
�y�¡µŉâºÖ®�ŉµºâŉ��ÒŉÒ �ŉ �®ÅŉÒ �èŉµ�����Ĝŉ(ŉÅÖÒŉ¡Òŉy®®ŉ
�� ¡µ�ŉ´�Ĝŉ]µÒ¡®ĝŉyÒŉ®�yÌÒĝŉÒ �ŉ´yÒ ÌŉÒ�y� �Èŉ�y´�ŉ¡µÒºŉ´èŉ
ÌÒÖ�èŉâºµ��È¡µ�ŉ¡�ŉ(ŉ�ºÖ®�ŉâºÈ¬ŉ¡µŉÒ �ŉ�ºÖµÒ¡µ�ŉ�y�¡µŉâ¡Ò ŉ
 ¡´ŉºµ��ŉyŉâ��¬ĜŉL�È´yµ�µÒ®èĜŉY �ŉ �y�´yÌÒ�Èŉ y�ŉ���µŉ
¡µ�ºÈ´��Ĝŉ'�ŉ´ÖÌÒŉ yá�ŉÌ��µŉ´èŉ�y��ĜŉļoºÖŉ�ºÒŉÌº´�ŉÈ�y®ŉ
�È��ŉ�ºÈŉèºÖÈŉ���ºÈÒÌŉ®yÌÒŉâ��¬Ĝļŉ(ŉ®ºº¬��ŉyÒŉ ¡´ĜŉiyÌŉÒ yÒŉyŉ
«º¬�ģŉÖÒŉÒ �ŉÒ�y� �Èŉ�ºµÒ¡µÖ��ĝŉÌ��´¡µ�®èŉÌ�È¡ºÖÌĞŉļSº´�ŉ
of the students said they have never recieved such good 
 �®ÅĜŉi yÒŉ�¡�ŉèºÖŉ�ºģļ

��Ò�Èŉyŉ��âŉYÖ�Ì�yèŉy�Ò�ÈµººµÌŉ¡µŉÒ �ŉ�y�¡µŉ(ŉÖµ��ÈÌÒºº�Ĝŉ
S¡µ��ŉ(ŉ�ºÖ®�µļÒŉÌº®á�ŉÒ �ŉÅÈº�®�´Ìĝŉ¡ÒŉÈ�´y¡µ��ŉÒºŉyÌ¬ŉ
�yÌ¡�ĝŉºÅ�µŉÇÖ�ÌÒ¡ºµÌĜŉ5¡¬�Ğŉ�çÅ®y¡µŉÒºŉ´�ĝŉâ yÒļÌŉÒ �ŉ
ÅÈº�®�´ģŉi yÒŉ�ºŉèºÖŉ yá�ŉÒºŉ�ºŉĂÈÌÒģŉi yÒŉâºÖ®�ŉ
èºÖŉ�Ö�ÌÌŉÒ �ŉyµÌâ�Èŉ´¡� Òŉ��ģŉ�yµŉèºÖŉÒ�®®ŉ´�ŉâ èģŉ
Y �ŉÌÒÖ��µÒÌŉÇÖ¡�¬®èŉÈ�y®¡Ì��ŉÒ yÒŉ´èŉ¡�µºÈyµ��ŉâyÌŉ
��µÖ¡µ�ĝŉÌºŉ(ŉ�ºÖ®�µļÒŉÌyá�ŉÒ �´ŉ¡�ŉÒ �èŉ�ºÒŉÌÒÖ�¬ĜŉY ¡Ìŉ
�y�ÒŉÌ yÈÅ�µ��ŉÒ �¡Èŉ�º�ÖÌŉyµ�ŉ´yµèŉÖµ��ÈÌÒºº�ĝŉâ¡Ò ºÖÒŉ
´ºÈ�ŉ �®ÅŉÒ yµŉyŉ��âŉÌ¡´Å®�ŉÇÖ�ÌÒ¡ºµÌŉÒ �èŉ�yÌ¡®èŉ�ºÖ®�ŉ
 yá�ŉyÌ¬��ŉÒ �´Ì�®á�Ìĝŉ ºâŉÒºŉÅÈº����Ĝŉ<ºÒŉ¡µ�È�ÇÖ�µÒ®èĝŉ
yŉ���®¡µ�ŉyÈºÌ�ŉÒ yÒŉâ�ŉâ�È�ŉy®®ŉ�º¡µ�ŉºÖÈŉ��ÌÒŉÒº��Ò �Èğŉ
â�ŉÌÒÈÖ��®��ŉÒº��Ò �Èŉyµ�ŉâ�È�ŉ yÅÅèŉÒº��Ò �Èŉâ �µŉ
´y¬¡µ�ŉÅÈº�È�ÌÌĜŉ�®®ŉÒ ¡ÌŉÌÒÈ�µ�Ò �µ��ŉÒ �ŉÌÒÖ��µÒļÌŉÌ�®�Ĳ

Ň"Èº´ŉÒ �ŉÅ®y��ŉâ �È�ŉâ�ŉyÈ�ŉÈ¡� Ò
flowers will never grow
¡µŉÒ �ŉÌÅÈ¡µ�Ĝň

�Èº´ŉļY �ŉL®y��ŉi �È�ŉi�ŉ�È�ŉO¡� Òļŉ
by Yehuda Amichai



99Đď The Reader

�ºµĂ��µ��ŉĬyµ�ŉ´¡µ�ĭĝŉyµ�ŉÒ �èŉÒºº¬ŉºµŉµ�âŉÒyÌ¬Ìŉâ¡Ò ŉ
�È�Ì ŉ�ºÖÈy��Ĝŉ(ŉĂµy®®èŉ�ÈyÌÅ��ŉâ yÒŉâyÌŉ yÅÅ�µ¡µ�Ğŉ 
(ŉâyÌŉyµŉ�ç��®®�µÒŉ´yÒ ÌŉÒ�y� �ÈŉµºÒŉ���yÖÌ�ŉ(ŉ¬µ�âŉ
Ò ¡µ�Ìĝŉ�ÖÒŉ���yÖÌ�ŉ(ŉ�¡�µļÒŉ¬µºâŉÒ ¡µ�ÌĜŉ;èŉ¡�µºÈyµ��ŉ 
âyÌŉ´èŉ�º´Å�Ò�µ��Ĝŉ

�ÌŉyŉÅ ¡®ºÌºÅ èŉÒ�y� �Èĝŉ(ŉÌ ºÖ®�ŉµºÒŉ yá�ŉ���µŉÌÖÈÅÈ¡Ì��Ĝŉ
Sº�ÈyÒ�ÌĝŉÒ �ŉĂÈÌÒŉ´º��ÈµŉÅ ¡®ºÌºÅ �ÈĝŉÒ �ŉ�Ò �µ¡yµŉâ ºŉ
Òºº¬ŉÅ ¡®ºÌºÅ èŉÒºŉÒ �ŉÌÒÈ��ÒÌŉyµ�ŉÒ �ŉ ºÖÌ�ŉ�º�ŉº�ŉy®®ŉ
Å ¡®ºÌºÅ èŉÒ�y� �ÈÌĝŉ y�ŉy®È�y�èŉÌ ºâµŉÒ yÒŉ¬µºâ®����ŉ
can be forged through simple questions – an activity 
Ò yÒŉSº�ÈyÒ�Ìŉ�y®®��ŉ´y¡�ÖÒ¡�ÌĝŉÒ �ŉyÈÒŉº�ŉ� ¡®��¡ÈÒ Ĝŉ
Sº�ÈyÒ�Ìŉ�¡�µļÒŉÅyÌÌŉºµŉºÈŉÅÈº�Ö��ŉ¬µºâ®����Ĝŉ(µÌÒ�y�ĝŉ
 �ŉÌyâŉ ¡´Ì�®�ŉyÌŉyŉ´¡�â¡��ŉâ ºŉ �®Å��ŉºÒ �ÈÌŉ�¡á�ŉ
�¡ÈÒ ŉÒºŉÒ ºÖ� ÒÌŉyµ�ŉ¡µÌ¡� ÒÌĜŉ"ºÈŉ¡µÌÒyµ��ĝŉSº�ÈyÒ�Ìŉ
�¡á�ÌŉyµŉÖµ��Ö�yÒ��ŉ� ¡®�ĝŉyŉÌ®yá�ĝŉÒ �ŉÒyÌ¬ŉº�ŉÌº®á¡µ�ŉyŉ
´yÒ �´yÒ¡�y®ŉÅÈº�®�´ĜŉY �ŉ�ºèŉ¡ÌŉyÌ¬��ŉÒºŉ�ºµÌÒÈÖ�Òŉ
yŉÌÇÖyÈ�ŉâ¡Ò ŉÒâ¡��ŉÒ �ŉyÈ�yŉº�ŉyŉ�¡á�µŉÌÇÖyÈ�Ĝŉi¡Ò ŉ
the support of Socrates’ questions, the boy solves the 
ÅÈº�®�´ĝŉ´ºÈ�ŉºÈŉ®�ÌÌŉºµŉ ¡ÌŉºâµĜŉSº�ÈyÒ�Ìļŉ�ºµ�®ÖÌ¡ºµŉ
¡ÌŉÒ yÒŉ¬µºâ®����ŉ¡ÌŉµºÒŉÌº´�Ò ¡µ�ŉÒ yÒŉ�º´�Ìŉ�Èº´ŉÒ �ŉ
outside, but something that already exists in the individual 
yµ�ŉ¡Ìŉây¡Ò¡µ�ŉÒºŉÌ��ŉÒ �ŉ®¡� Òŉº�ŉ�yèĞŉļ'�ŉâ ºŉ�º�ÌŉµºÒŉ
¬µºâŉÒ ÖÌŉ yÌŉÒÈÖ�ŉyµ�ŉ�ºÈÈ��Òŉ¡��yÌŉy�ºÖÒŉâ yÒŉ �ŉ�º�Ìŉ
µºÒŉ¬µºâĜŉi¡Ò ºÖÒŉyµèºµ�ŉÒ�y� ¡µ�ŉ ¡´ĝŉµºĝŉºµ®èŉÒ ÈºÖ� ŉ
ÇÖ�ÌÒ¡ºµÌĝŉ �ŉ�yµŉÒ ÖÌŉ�yÒ �Èŉ¬µºâ®����ŉ�Èº´ŉâ¡Ò ¡µĜļŉY yÒŉ
�çÅ®y¡µ��ŉ´èŉÌÖ���ÌÌŉ¡µŉÒ �ŉ´yÒ Ìŉ�®yÌÌÈºº´Ĝŉi¡Ò ºÖÒŉ
È�y®¡Ì¡µ�ŉ¡Òĝŉ(ŉ y�ŉÖÌ��ŉSº�ÈyÒ�ÌļŉyÈÒŉº�ŉ� ¡®��¡ÈÒ Ĝ

�ÌŉO�y��Èŉ5�y��Èĝŉ(ŉº�Ò�µŉÒ ¡µ¬ŉº�ŉSº�ÈyÒ�ÌĜŉ'ºâŉ �ŉÒºº¬ŉ
existential issues out into the streets and squares, to 
ÌÅºÈÒÌŉĂ�®�Ìŉyµ�ŉâºÈ¬Ì ºÅÌĝŉÒºŉÅ�ºÅ®�ŉâ ºŉ¡µŉ�á�Èè�yèŉ®¡��ŉ
did not have the time, space or opportunity to examine the 
ÅÖîî®�Ìŉº�ŉ®¡��Ĝŉ(ŉÒ ¡µ¬ŉº�ŉSº�ÈyÒ�Ìŉâ �µŉ(ŉÅyÌÌŉÒ ÈºÖ� ŉÒ �ŉ
�yÒ�Ìŉº�ŉÒ �ŉÅÈ¡Ìºµŉâ �È�ŉ(ŉÈÖµŉyŉS yÈ��ŉO�y�¡µ�ŉ�ÈºÖÅĝŉºÈŉ
â �µŉ(ŉÈÖµŉ�ÈºÖÅÌŉâ¡Ò ŉÅÌè� ¡yÒ¡�ŉÅyÒ¡�µÒÌĝŉºÈŉyÒŉÒ �ŉ º´�ŉ
â �È�ŉ(ŉÈ�y�ŉâ¡Ò ŉÅ�ºÅ®�ŉâ¡Ò ŉ�º�µ¡Ò¡á�ŉ�Öµ�Ò¡ºµy®ŉáyÈ¡yÒ¡ºµĜŉ
(ŉÒ ¡µ¬ŉº�ŉ ºâŉÒ �ŉÅ�ÈÌºµy®ŉ�ºµá�ÈÌyÒ¡ºµĝŉÒ �ŉ�¡y®º�Ö�ĝŉ
âyÌŉyÒŉÒ �ŉ �yÈÒŉº�ŉSº�ÈyÒ�ÌļŉâºÈ¬Ĝŉ'�ŉ�¡�ŉµºÒŉ�ºµÌ¡��Èŉ
 ¡´Ì�®�ŉyŉÒ�y� �ÈĜŉOyÒ �Èŉ �ŉâyµÒ��ŉÅ�ºÅ®�ŉÒºŉÒ ¡µ¬ŉ�ºÈŉ
Ò �´Ì�®á�Ìŉyµ�ŉÒÈÖÌÒ��ŉÒ �èŉ�ºÖ®�Ĝŉ�µ�ŉ �ŉ�¡�µļÒŉ�ºŉ�yÌèŉ
ºµŉÅ�ºÅ®�ĝŉºÈĝŉyÌŉâ�ŉÌyèŉ¡µŉSâ���µĝŉ �ŉ�¡�ŉµºÒŉļÌÒÈº¬�ŉâ¡Ò ŉ
Ò �ŉ�ÖÈļġŉ�µèºµ�ŉâ ºŉâyÌŉ¡µ�®Ö���ŉ¡µŉyŉ�ºµá�ÈÌyÒ¡ºµŉâ¡Ò ŉ

Sº�ÈyÒ�Ìŉ�ºÖ®�ŉ�çÅ��ÒŉÒºŉ��ŉÌ y¬�µŉ�èŉµ�âĝŉÖµ�çÅ��Ò��ŉ
Å�ÈÌÅ��Ò¡á�ÌĜŉ(ÌµļÒŉÒ yÒŉ�çy�Ò®èŉâ yÒŉ¡Ìŉ yÅÅ�µ¡µ�ŉ¡µŉS yÈ��ŉ
O�y�¡µ�ģŉAµ�ŉº�ŉ´èŉ�ÈºÖÅŉ´�´��ÈÌŉÌy¡�ĝŉļ(ŉ�yµŉ��Òŉyŉâ º®�ŉ
µ�âŉÅ�ÈÌÅ��Ò¡á�ŉâ �µŉÌº´�ºµ�ŉİÈ�y�ÌŉÌº´�Ò ¡µ�ıŉ¡µŉyŉ
�¡���È�µÒŉâyèĜŉ(Òŉ���®Ìŉ®¡¬�ŉ�µÒ�È¡µ�ŉyŉµ�âŉÈºº´ĜŉÖÒŉ(ŉ®¡¬�ŉ¡Òġŉ
Y �µŉ(ŉ�yµŉÒ ¡µ¬ĞŉŅo�Ìŉ¡ÒļÌŉº�á¡ºÖÌġŉi èŉ�¡�µļÒŉ(ŉÒ ¡µ¬ŉº�ŉÒ yÒģņŉ

o�ÌĝŉSº�ÈyÒ�ÌŉâºÖ®�ŉÅÈº�y�®èŉ yá�ŉ®¡¬��ŉS yÈ��ŉO�y�¡µ�Ĝŉ
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